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Our readers are active, influential and engaged. They 
have the discretionary income to purchase the products 
and services that cater to their Southern lifestyle, and 
when they make buying decisions, they turn to our 
pages for inspiration and recommendations.
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The promise keeper

For Mable Owens Clarke, promises made are promises 

kept. 

When she was 17, her brother made her promise to 

continue her education if she moved north to escape 

the Jim Crow South of 1960. She studied business at 

multiple Boston institutions. 

Clarke returned home 23 years later, when her 

aging father felt pressured to sell the family land in 

the Blue Ridge Foothills. She has been thwarting 

developers clamoring for the bucolic location ever 

since. A promise to her mom, days before her mother 

passed away, further inspired the decades-long effort 

to protect and sustain Soapstone Baptist Church, the 

anchor of the historic Liberia community. 

“She said, ‘Do not let the doors of Soapstone 

Church close,’” recounts Clarke. “‘Out of all the 

children I got, I’m depending on you to do that.’”

Founded by Clarke’s great-grandfather, the original 

Soapstone Church was built by formerly enslaved 

African Americans who settled in northern Pickens 

County in 1865. Nearly a century later, when the Ku 

Klux Klan burned the church down, Clarke’s mother, 

Lula, sold produce from the family farm to help rebuild. 

Lula Owens’ existential concern for her church 

was warranted. As the years passed, the popula-

tion of Liberia dwindled and so did Soapstone’s 

congregation and finances. Outside developers’ 

desire for the six-acre property did not. 

For 22 years, Clarke held monthly fish 

fries that served much more than her 

popular cornmeal-crusted flounder, 

drawing hungry supporters from 

all around and helping to keep the 

church’s doors open. 

Still, it wasn’t until last year that 

Soapstone Baptist Church became 

permanently protected through a 

conservation easement. Upstate 

Forever and other conservation 

organizations worked closely with 

Clarke to finally ensure that the church, 

the adjacent one-room schoolhouse 

and the nearby slave cemetery will 

remain safe from future residential or 

commercial developments.

“When I signed that paper, I’m 

telling you, I sat there and I cried,” 

says Clarke. “I know that this 

church cannot be sold, it cannot 

be pushed over. They can’t do 

anything to it but come and enjoy 

it.” —JOSH P. CROTZER  
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Mable Owens Clarke

CLAIM TO FAME: Matriarch of Soapstone 

Baptist Church and the Liberia community in 

Pickens County. 

LATEST ACHIEVEMENT: She was recently 

awarded the Order of the Palmetto, the state’s 

highest civilian honor, for her work creating 

the Soapstone Preservation Endowment 

(soapstonepe.org) and forever protecting the 

historic hilltop church from development.

HER SECRET WEAPON: Fried fish. For decades, 

Clarke hosted monthly fish fries that raised 

the money and community support needed to 

create a permanent conservation easement. 

WORDS TO LIVE BY: “We’re born in this world, 

not just to live for ourselves, but to give 

something back,” Clarke says. “That’s why 

I was challenged to do this.”

Stauer, 14101 Southcross Drive W., Ste 155, Dept. LAN468-05, Burnsville, MN 55337  www.stauer.com

This Necklace is NOT for  

Sale … It’s yours for FREE*

No kidding. Only Stauer can give you

200 carats of genuine amethyst for NOTHING. 

1-800-333-2045
Your Insider Offer Code: LAN468-05  

A F F O R D  T H E  E X T R A O R D I N A R Y

NEVER*

Impossible PriceBuy NOW, pay

You may think you understood the concept of “priceless” jewelry. For years, 

“priceless” meant “astronomically expensive.” That is, until now ...

Stauer smashes the luxury status quo with the release 

of our FREE* 200-Carat Lusso Amethyst Necklace. 

That’s right, we said FREE ... as in “priceless.” No 

charge.* ZERO dollars.* Call now and we’ll send 

you this impressive helping of genuine amethyst 

(independently appraised at $295) for FREE. We 

cut the price 100%. You only pay $24.95, our 

regular charge for shipping and processing. We’ll 

even pay you back with a $30 discount 

certificate –– that’s our Better Than 

Free Shipping!     

A collection of purple perfection. Your Lusso Amethyst Necklace is a 

200-carat symphony of smooth purple genuine gemstones. Each 

gemstone’s shape and translucence ignites the velvety, 

violet hues. The polished amethysts are hand-strung 

on double-knotted jeweler’s thread, and the 

stunning 18" necklace (with 2" extender) 

secures with a gold-finished lobster clasp. 

Too good to pass up. Too good to 

last long. Amethyst is one of the 

world’s most coveted gemstones 

and our supply is extremely 

limited. We can only offer 

such an outrageous deal for 

a short time every few years. 

Over 30,000 thrilled customers 

were  lucky enough to get this 

promotion last time. 

We only have about 2,500 left 

in stock. Act now!

* This offer is valid in the United States (and Puerto Rico) except in TX, FL, 

CO, OK, RI, NH, WV, OR, SC, VA, CA and ID. These state residents will be 

charged one cent ($.01) + shipping & processing for the item. Void where 

prohibited or restricted by law. Offer subject to state and local regulations. 

Not valid with any other offers and only while supplies last. This offer is lim-

ited to one item per shipping address. ** Free is only for customers using the offer 

code versus the price on Stauer.com without your offer code.  † For more information 

concerning the appraisal, visit www.stauer.com/appraisedvalues.asp.

Necklace Specifications: 

• 200 ctw of genuine amethyst

•  Gold-finished spacers 

• 18" + 2" length necklace

Lusso Amethyst Necklace: 

Lusso Amethyst Necklace (200 ctw)  $249** FREE*

* Pay only shipping & processing of $24.95. Special price only for customers using the offer code.

FREE amethyst necklace 

limited to just the first 2,500 

responders to this ad!

200 carats of pure luxury 

independently appraised at 

$295† ... yours FREE!*
 

“This necklace is 

beautiful. I could not 

believe my eyes ... 

GREAT!” 

— Bonnie from Longs, SC

 12 SOUTH CAROLINA LIVING | JULY 2023 |  SCLIVING.COOP

SC | stories

Kelly “B.K.” Keenan

HOMETOWN: New Ellenton.

CLAIM TO FAME: Collector and customizer of 

vintage Harley-Davidson motorcycles. He also 

collects memorabilia and restores vintage cars.

FAVORITE RIDE: His oldest bike, an award-

winning 1947–50 mashup of a Knucklehead 

and a Panhead that he calls “the half breed.”

OCCUPATION: Retired from working in oil fields 

and construction, he owns All American Co., 

a motorcycle repair shop. “I did pretty good 

in business so I can spend a little money 

building bikes.”

WORDS TO LIVE BY: “If you’re good to people, 

it will come back around to you.”

CO-OP AFFILIATION: Aiken Electric Cooperative.

Collector  
of chrome
Pass through the doors of the old bank at the 

intersection of Main and George streets in New 

Ellenton and you are greeted by the unmistakable 

aroma of vintage motorcycles—a heady mix of 

gasoline, oil, tires and leather.

The building houses the museum-style 

collection of gleaming Harley-Davidson 

motorcycles and memorabilia curated by Aiken 

Electric member Kelly “B.K.” Keenan, a collection 

he shares—for free—by appointment with fellow 

motorheads and customers of his motorcycle 

repair shop.
“This is my personal stuff,” he says while 

guiding a visitor around what may be the ultimate 

man cave. “I piddle with them. It’s a pretty good 

job to keep them running and clean.”

Of the 40 vintage and custom Harley-

Davidsons he’s been gathering since 2002, most 

are road ready. “Everything I’ve got, I ride,” 

Keenan says. “Every time I come in here to go 

and get on a motorcycle, I put a dealer tag on the 

next motorcycle in line.”

Motorcycles have been a lifelong obsession 

for Keenan, who roared out of New Ellenton 

on two wheels at the age of 15, headed west, 

and found work in the oil fields. When he 

returned home a few decades later, he enjoyed a 

successful career in construction before retiring in 

2021 to indulge his passion full time. 

Keenan’s trove of memorabilia—everything 

from motorcycle jackets hanging from the ceiling 

to a pristine collection of Easy Rider magazines 

neatly organized in racks—is almost as impressive 

as the bikes themselves. And it continues to 

grow. “For years, my family and everybody who 

is anybody in my life has always given me Harley 

stuff,” he says.
To take a tour, call (803) 640-3228 or stop in 

at the All American Co. garage next door between 

9 a.m. and 2 p.m. on weekdays. “If they call and 

tell me they are Harley-Davidson people and they 

would like to look,” Keenan says, “I always let 

’em in.” —TEXT AND PHOTO BY KEITH PHILLIPS
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Music and history
When Zach Lemhouse plays the music of the 18th 

and 19th centuries for visitors at Historic Brattonsville, 

it’s more than just the notes of a bygone era that fill 

the space. He’s hoping his passion for history and 

love of learning ring through loud and clear.

As the son of two teachers in the Clover public 

school district, family vacations usually included 

historic sites across the state. That fostered an 

interest in the past, and after graduating from 

Winthrop University, he followed his parents into 

education, teaching history to middle school students 

for five years before joining the staff at CHM.

Musically, the 32‑year‑old Lemhouse started 

taking violin lessons when he was 7 after seeing a 

fiddle player in an “old‑time band” perform traditional 

gospel tunes at a Sunday camp meeting.

“I saw it and fell in love with it,” says Lemhouse, 

who learned by playing classical music and, about 

20 years ago, started playing Scottish and Irish folk 

songs alongside his mentor, Nash Lyle. Each summer, 

he also teaches at the Jink and Diddle School of 

Scottish Fiddling in North Carolina.

“I’m an educator,” he says. “I may not be in 

the classroom anymore, but I’m a teacher. 

To effectively transfer knowledge 

from one person to another, that’s 

what I did in the classroom and, 

absolutely, that’s what I’m doing 

at Brattonsville.” —MICHAEL BANKS 
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GET MORE In addition to performances at Historic 

Brattonsville, Lemhouse is also a member of three 

Bluegrass bands: the WBT Briarhoppers (established in 

1934 and inducted into the North Carolina Music Hall of 

Fame in 2020), the Whippoorwill String Band, and the 

Cottonwood Bluegrass Band.

Zach Lemhouse
CLAIM TO FAME: Fiddle player with a 

set list that dates back to the American 

Revolution.

DAY JOB: Staff historian for the Culture 

and Heritage Museums of York County 

(CHM) and director of the Southern 

Revolutionary War Institute, a research 

library dedicated to oft‑forgotten battles 

of the Southern Campaign during the 

American Revolution.

HOMETOWN: York.

FIDDLE OR VIOLIN?: “A violin has strings; 

a fiddle has strangs,” Lemhouse jokes. 

“There’s no difference.”

ON HIS BOOKSHELF: Between books 

on the American Revolution, education 

theories and scores of sheet music, 

you’ll find several comic books. “I’m 

more of a DC fan than a Marvel fan. 

Especially Batman.”
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